2018-19 Academic Learning Compact Report
ALC - Environmental Science and Policy (MS) (CIP CODE 03.0104)
Program Outcomes

Means of Assessment

Findings

Use of Findings

Content / Discipline Skills: Statistics Graduate students will demonstrate
proficiency in statistical methods and
use of statistical programming
software in presenting, analyzing,
interpreting and decision making
concerning scientific data of real
world problems
Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 2018

Direct Measure - The final exam for
STA 5166 consists of two parts. In
the first part students have to
explain the data from descriptive
statistic given. They have to explain
the statistical structure of the data.
In the second part they use
statistical software to analyze the
data and make recommendations
based on their findings.
Criterion for Success: We want all
students to earn at least a 70% on
the final exam in STA 5166.
Person(s) Responsible: Amando
Hoare

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Inconclusive
Program suspended no reporting this period. (06/14/2019)

Use of Findings: Program
suspended. Course not offered.
(06/14/2019)

Content / Discipline Skills:
Contemporary Issues - Demonstrate
a knowledge and understanding of
contemporary issues in
environmental science, especially as
they pertain to human interactions
with natural ecosystems, and how
scientists have documented and
reported those interactions as well as
proposed future research to better
understand and manage those same
anthropogenic changes

Direct Measure - The final grade for
EVR 6936 (Seminar in Environmental
Science) taught during Fall of 2015 is
comprised of 30% from Research
Proposal (written and presentation),
30% from weekly scholarly article
review, presentation and 10%
discussion Including summarization,
20% from exams and 10% on short
project.
Criterion for Success: We want all
students to earn at least 80% on the
research proposal.

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Meets Expectations
I had 2 students in this class. 100% of the students earned
over 80% in their research proposal (06/14/2019)

Use of Findings: Program
suspended. Course not offered.
(06/14/2019)

Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 10/31/2019
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Use of Findings

Direct Measure - All graduate
students are required to take EVR
6936 (Seminar in Environmental
Science), and complete a literature
review and write a research
Proposal. They are also required to
present their research proposal in
class.
Criterion for Success: All students in
EVR 6936 are required to present
their research proposal in class.
They have to earn >80% to pass.
Person(s) Responsible: Barnali Dixon

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Meets Expectations
I had 2 students in this class. 100% of the students earned
over 80% in their research proposal (06/14/2019)

Use of Findings: Program
discontinued no future courses
planned. (06/14/2019)

Students are also required to
complete thesis proposal (written
and oral defense).
Criterion for Success: Students are
required to write a thesis proposal
and present their work in to their
thesis advisory committee and ESPG
faculty. The thesis committee will
evaluate the success of the thesis
proposal. A rubrics ranking will be
based upon a five point scale (5 =
Exemplary, 4 = Strong, 3 =
Competent, 2 = Marginal, 1 =
Unacceptable). To be successful, the
student must receive an overall
average score of “Competent” or
better from all Committee members
AND no individual score of
“Unacceptable” in any category
Person(s) Responsible: All
committee chairs in USFSP ESP MS
program

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Meets Expectations
All ESP students who submitted a proposal passed their
defense with scores of > 3. (06/14/2019)

Use of Findings: Will continue
with remaining students.
(06/14/2019)

Direct Measure - Students are also
required to complete thesis (written
and oral defense) for their degree.
Criterion for Success: Students are

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Meets Expectations
All ESP MS students who defended their thesis passed with
scores of 3 or better. (06/14/2019)

Use of Findings: Students are
currently successful in this metric.
(06/14/2019)

2018, 2018 - 2019
Communication Skills: Literature
reviews - Students will demonstrate
an ability to conduct literature
research and prepare both written
and oral critiques of environmental
science or policy research
Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 2018, 2018 - 2019

10/31/2019
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Means of Assessment
required to write a thesis and
present their work in a public event
(including open and closed door
defense). The thesis committee will
evaluate the success of the thesis. A
rubrics ranking will be based upon a
five point scale (5 = Exemplary, 4 =
Strong, 3 = Competent, 2 = Marginal,
1 = Unacceptable). To be successful,
the student must receive an overall
average score of “Competent” or
better from all Committee members
AND no individual score of
“Unacceptable” in any category.
Person(s) Responsible: All
committee chairs in USFSP ESP MS
program
Direct Measure - All graduate
students are required to take EVR
6937 (Seminar in Environmental
Policy), students will be required to
complete four short critical review
papers on current environmental
policy issues, a term project on
environmental policy analysis, a
midterm take-home exam, and an
oral final exam. Students must earn
80% or higher on the four course
components to validate the class.
Criterion for Success: Students will
identify an environmental issue from
the assigned readings and are
expected to write a research paper
on analysis of environmental policy
options for the identified issue.

Findings

Use of Findings

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Exceeds Expectations
Course not offered due to program suspension
(06/14/2019)

Use of Findings: Program
suspended. (06/14/2019)

The objective of the research paper
is threefold:
1) Identifying the interests at stake;
2) Assessing where the issue stands
in the policy process; and 3)
10/31/2019

Generated by Nuventive Improve

Page 27 of 57

Program Outcomes

Means of Assessment

Findings
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Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Meets Expectations
All students who submitted a thesis proposal during this
period successfully defended it with average scores > 3.
(06/14/2019)

Use of Findings: Students are
currently successful in this metric.
(06/14/2019)

Evaluating the policy design
elements.
Students must earn 80% or higher on
the paper to be successful. In
addition to the policy analysis paper,
every third week of the semester
each student is required to read a
current event article (not more than
two weeks old) of their choice,
relating to environmental policy and
write a response/reflection summary
of the article in
response to the following 3
questions:
1) Explicitly, how does this article
relate to the themes of this course?
2) What are the implications of the
thesis of the article for
environmental policy?
3) What is your reaction to it (how
it’s written/represented/etc.)?
Person(s) Responsible: Richard
Mbatu
Critical Thinking Skills: Thesis
Proposal - Students will demonstrate
the ability to design and conduct an
original program of research in
environmental science and policy,
which results in a scholarly work of
publishable quality
Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 2018, 2018 - 2019

10/31/2019

Direct Measure - Write a research
proposal that provides an
introduction to the research
question, methodology to be used,
and significance of research.
Criterion for Success: Thesis
proposal presented in a public forum
and successfully defended by the
student to the satisfaction of the
thesis committee members.
A rubrics ranking will be based upon
a five point scale (5 = Exemplary, 4 =
Strong, 3 = Competent, 2 = Marginal,
1 = Unacceptable). To be successful,
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the student must receive an overall
average score of “Competent” or
better from all Committee members
AND no individual score of
“Unacceptable” in any category.
Person(s) Responsible: All USFSP ESP
MS committee chairs
Direct Measure - Successfully defend Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Meets Expectations
the thesis (written and oral)
Also students who submitted a thesis during this period
Criterion for Success: Thesis
successfully defended it with scores > 3. (06/14/2019)
research and results presented in a
public forum and successfully
defended by the student to the
satisfaction of the thesis committee
members. A rubrics ranking will be
based upon a five point scale (5 =
Exemplary, 4 = Strong, 3 =
Competent, 2 = Marginal, 1 =
Unacceptable). To be successful, the
student must receive an overall
average score of “Competent” or
better from all Committee members
AND no individual score of
“Unacceptable” in any category.

Use of Findings: The remaining
students will be encouraged to
complete this before the end of
the current school year.
(06/14/2019)

Person(s) Responsible: All USFSP ESP
MS Committee Chairs
Civic Engagement: Review
community organizations - In GEO
6116, the required seminar in
Environmental Thought, students will
demonstrate the ability to research,
through field and archival methods,
the perspective and praxis of a
prominent environmental community
organization.

Direct Measure - Students will write
a 15 to 20 page paper evaluating the
organization, its mission and
philosophy, praxis, and impact on
environmental problems.
Criterion for Success: 100% of
students will receive a score of 80%
or higher on their community paper.
Person(s) Responsible: Rebecca
Johns

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Use of Findings: Not used.
Conclusion: Inconclusive
(06/14/2019)
The community paper project was not used in Fall 2018 as it
was felt that the time required was too much for these
students, given their other commitments. Instead, a
traditional research paper was substituted. (06/14/2019)

Outcome Status: Active
10/31/2019
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Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 2018, 2018 - 2019

10/31/2019
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